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erviceable upon this side of the ocean, but would be especially wel-

come to investigators in other countries. Commercial publishers are

willing to undertake the financial management of such serials abroad,
but here probably the only way to succeed would be to have the re-

poi bilitj assumed by a university having a reputation and endow-
ment that would guarantee permanency. It is very doubtful if the
ii ne from subscriptions would meet the expense of publication.

II " h a serial were established, there would still remain the neces-
for an index of earlier publications. Among the various ways in

which this might be accomplished, probably one of the most effective
would be by co-operation through the section of botany in the Amer-
ican Association. It could by this means be managed so as not to be

formidable undertaking. The expense of the printing might pos-
» be arranged for with the Association, or the Smithsonian Insti-
tution.

1
he sooner the work is done the shorter the task, and the more

Nand satisfactory will be the growth of botanical science upon

doubt'
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" That h must eventuall y be done does not admit of
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II. Helobia. —The common characteristic of this series (Triurida-

ceae excepted) is that the small endosperm is destroyed by the embryo

before germination. (Juncaginiaceae, Butomacese, Hydrocharidaceae,

Potomogetonaceae, Naiadaceae, Aponogetonaceae, Triuridaceae.)

Glamifli (Cyperaceae, Gramineae.)

IV. Principes. —(Palmae.)

V. Synanthce— (Cyclanthaceae.)

Spathifli (Araceae, Lemnaceae.)

B. Families with complete or reduced pentacyclic flowers.

VII. Farinosa —The impor-

tant characteristic of this group

(aside from exceptions which

are explained) is the distinct

mealy endosperm whose cells

have thin walls and are filled
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The accompanying diagram will serve to give a general view

series of monocotyledons according to their mutual relationsh:
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The North American species of Lespedeza form the

me 34th contribution from the Herbarium of Columbia

irs in Trans. N. Y. Acad, xn, under the authorship

Twelve species are recognized, full descriptions an

onymy given, and two new varieties proposed. The defi****
these species has always been a troublesome thing, and as Dr. »

has had the opportunity of examining most of the type specie -

to be hoped that the "straightening out" has been effectual.
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The second and enlarged edition has reached us of a compact and
bandy little flora of the East Frisian islands, 1 which lie like a barrier
off the coast of Holland and East Friesland. After a brief account
of the flora, suitable keys to the families of angiosperms are followed
by concise description of the species. Weshould be glad to see some
such floras of parts of this country.
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